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BIER BRANDIIN Wi By Hrector af Tentral Intelligence

SUBRJETT: il-2 Reconasissance of Indonesia
i. It is understood thet you have zoncludes that recan-

naissance of Indonesis is immediately necessary, It is also understood
y>u pian to indicate to My, Gilpatric your prefsrence for 547 to
accomplish this job with their -2 assets rather than by mesne of

the INEALIST capability,

&, There are two major considerations you tnay wish to
take into acccunt before proceediag along the {oregoing line, narnely:

&. “he effect of accomplishing this mission
with IVEALIST assete in the context of sther shligations
in Cube and the Far East, and

br. The aperaticnal and politicad implizations
of $4C undertaking this assignment,

3. “'ith regaxd to the first of thase we have carefully

ssseased whether deploviag one of the U-2s | lt=
the FPhilippines | lwould jeopardize cur ability to Larry vut

ur prosent and foreseeable ohligations in these arsas. It is Iy Con-
=lusion that there would be no Jeopardy tmmedistely to vur ability to
meet the requiremaeonts in these areas. Two planes would remain in
d the forecast for August by no means sverextesds these
assets. If a U~2 were deployed to the Fhilippines, it would he able
to operate against North Vietnam at the present anthoeized leval,
i.e., one minslon per month, even &s wa did in Decamber 1968 and
Jenuary 1961. This, of course, would relieve |
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+f the Morth Vietnawm resporsibility. It is true that the major support
slerments would Bave tv be drawn from Edweards, with soms support

| |which would not jespardizae the operstionsl capability

in support of the two vremalaing aivcraft, It would b fansible to pro-
+ide operationzl and logistics support from Edwards th
liraited sugmentation from headgusrters {or & limited ticne, on the
sypder of faar to iz weeks. It should be recognised, however, that
were & agw crisis to arise in soma other part of the world requiring
(DEALIST capability, or if the Tuban coverage would have to be mark-
adly incrensed, we would ne longer have adeqguate ascets to deal with
2} reguirsments,

4. The second gquestion deale with operatiosal and political
fartors inherent in the performance of this mission by the military. It
abaald be noted here that the AT V-2 capability {(J-57s) would almoet
certainly, we know from previous experience in Indopesis and in & like
~limmate in Yarth Vietasm, produce contrails across the lower aititutie
profile, namely, 67,000 {eet, In these latitudes aear the oquater, <ab-
densation trails at extremely high altitudes are 8 year arcusd phanumenin.

Y Though & shost-down is most unlikely, on the political side
the contingency must be snticipated that some cutastrophy would land a
t~2 in the hends of the Indonesians or that it would be positively identified
a3 guch froam viswsl si ghtings. “hile repercussions ia sither of these

_ casee can be anticipsted, it wonld be advers® (v sur inlerests, It seemis
i5 e, were the plane to be clearly labelled as BA7, and were the pilot

t2 be & member of the United Stater militazy. The eflest might be alle-

" wimted somewhat by 8 cover ztory which bes not &8 yet heen consiracied,

ih# cover story, Bowsver gevd, would stand little chance againet the
indonesian sutcry. LUEALIET assete were last employed osver Indonesia
s the spring 1958, Several changes in the Indonesian defense posture
have cccurred since that time. Friscipsl among which arve the addition
of sigh~performance fighter sircraft (310 1Te, 211G 198) t2 thelr inven-
tory, &5 well as the addition of & limited radar tracking capability.
while neithear of these levalopmenispose an irarpediate threst o the
zgrvivability of eithor the AL J-57 U3 or gur own, their existance

does provide the Indonasians with the capebility of rnaking an aizborne
pogitive idestification of the alrceafl by type. in addition to & paesible

radar track, there ¢ 28 Brown G .1 or Alrberne-Intercept capabllity
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in the hande of the Indonesians at this moreat; slthougb it doee not
sewm unreasonable to assume that if they wers planning a major
wilitary sffensive, these critical weRpons and assete couald nat be
rupplied by the JSoviet in short srder.

b It would seem: to me that in the immediate periad
ahenst extending through 17 August, the wisest caurse, in the interests
+f pressrving the essentially cavert naturs of the reconngissance,
would e to stretch cur capability and accomplish the assizament
with the wderstanding st this time that plane should be developed
aow to provide for the follawing contingent course of aztion: That
at such time as the osperational requirement exceeded the availatle
IDEALIST assets in place in the Fhilippines, additionsl sapport in
teriog of aizcraft and related materiel be provided { |y
A e T1A with operational control remiining in our hends,

7. “'n the other hand if rilitary and politicel developments
in Indonesis vis-a~vis “West Irian break wide vpen and involve divact
srilitary action on the part of Indonasias versus Hoalland,
and the requirement for vecon-
AAiAgAnce be turnod directly over to the Air Force for them to dige
~harge with whatever sguipments they deern necessary and cperating
framn whatever bases are available to them provimate to the area of
oatilities,

(SRR

FPAMER A, TUNNINGHAR, TR,
Hoting ODspaty Divector
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